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MS AF 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant appreciates the courtesy of a telephonic interview with Examiner Fubara and 
Professor Wilhelmus Hennink, a co-inventor in the present application, regarding the application 
referenced above. The interview was conducted on May 3, 2006. A summary of that interview, 
which complies with the requirements of MPEP 713.04, is provided herein. The applicant greatly 
appreciates the Examiner's time and assistance with this matter. 

Substance of the Interview 

1 . No exhibits or demonstrations were involved in the telephonic interview. 

2. Claim 1 was discussed, and how it is distinguishable from two particular cited 
references, the Okihara reference (J. Macromol. Sci. Phys. B30 (1 & 2) 1 19-140 (1990); and 
WO 98/00710. Claim 1 is directed to a hydrogel composition comprising a mixture of polymers 
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substituted with chiral oligomers of opposite chirality in an aqueous system , wherein the groups on 
the polymers interact noncovalentlv . 

3. The Okihara reference does not describe an aqueous system, and cannot form a 
hydrogel. Applicants noted that the crystals of the stereocomplex in Okihara were grown from an 
acetonitrile solution by slow cooling, and does not contain water. (See, Okihara at page 121 , second 
full ID. I n contrast, hydrogels generally contain water. (See, Declaration of Wilhelmus Hennink, 
attached as Exhibit A in Amendment After Final Action mailed April 25, 2006). 

4. The WO 98/001 70 reference does not describe hydrogels with noncovalent 
interactions, but teaches only hydrogels that are covalently crosslinked due to radical 
polymerization. 

5. No agreement was reached regarding the allowability of the claims; however, the 
Examiner agreed to fully consider the apparent differences as discussed. 
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CONCLUSION 

In the event the U.S. Patent and Trademark office determines that an extension and/or 
other relief is required, applicant petitions for any required relief including extensions of time and 
authorizes the Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection 
with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket no. 
31363-2001000 . However, the Commissioner is not authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee to 
the Deposit Account. 

Dated: May 3, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 
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